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MINUTES COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday 18th November 2005

Held at the Secretary/Treasurer’s home, 24 Morella Avenue Jerrabomberra, NSW, was opened by the President Dane Fatouros at 8:03 PM.

ATTENDANCE:

Present were Dane Fatouros (President), Greg Lance (Vice President), Ken McDonald (Sec/Treas), Fred Lambert (Safety Officer and CFI), John Frost (QMAC Delegate) James Wenn (QMAC Delegate), Brian Tracey (CMAC Delegate), Dave Roberts (CMAC Delegate), Jason Creswell (BMAC Delegate), Anthony Robinson (NSFC Delegate), John Armarego (NSFC Delegate), Doug Williams (QMAC Observer), Ray Botten (CMAC Observer).

Apologies were received from Bob Raadts (BMAC), Graham Parkins (BMAC) and Dennis Miller (GMSF)

The President welcomed everyone and proceeded to the Agenda items.
1. To ratify the holding of an Emergency General Meeting (previously advised) to alter the ACTAA Constitution Clause 12 (c) (5) to read as follows: “The Committee shall meet at the home of a member of the Committee or at any other agreed venue, commencing at an agreed time.” (i.e. removing the mandatory commencement time of 8.00 pm)


Following a brief discussion, this item was Moved: Ken McDonald, Seconded: Greg Lance 
Carried unanimously.

2. Discussion on MAAA Special Council Finance tele-conference, Rocket insurance issues, 2007 Nationals in Victoria and Annual Conference in Darwin etc.


The Minutes of the Special Council Finance tele-conference were read by Ken McDonald 
and in abbreviated form were as follows:



a) Payment of membership accounts is 30 now 30 days from the end of the month in 

which the account was issued



b) Acceptance of the MAAA Treasurer’s Report



c) Acceptance of the MAAA Finance Report, with a note, to revalue properties 


owned by MAAA every five years, to be mentioned at 2006 conference 



d) Acceptance of the MAAA Auditor’s Report



e) 2007 Nationals to be held in Victoria



f) By-Laws to be deleted and included in either Statement of Rules or MOPS



g) Next MAAA annual Conference to be held in Darwin in 2006 and Brisbane in 


2007



h) Rocketry excess for claims has been increased from $250 to $500



i) Mike Close, MAAA President and Chairman of the Frequency Sub-Committee, is 

to attend the AMA Frequency Sub-Committee meeting in the USA at a cost of 


$3,500.

3. Proposal to have ACTAA shirts made for Committee Members for ease of identification by Club Members when ACTAA Committee visits their Club.


Ken McDonald advised that the cost of embroidered shirts from Mr Embroidery in Fyshwick 
is $25 each if selected from stock colours and sizes. The cost of pin type badges from 
Canberra Trophy Centre in Fyshwick is $7.70 each.


After much lively discussion it was Moved: Dane Fatouros and Seconded: Ken McDonald 
that all ACTAA Committee Members be allocated 1 ACTAA embroidered shirt and 1 
ACTAA badge denoting Committee position held.


The vote was tied at 4 for and 4 against. Following the rules of the ACTAA Constitution, 
The President then cast his deciding vote in favour of the motion. Carried.

Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.
4. Address planned Instructor’s Courses.


Fred Lambert (ACTAA CFI) outlined the proposed courses and content. He has been invited 
to Belconnen Club, 19th November, for the first stage of the program.


He noted that additional MAAA documentation is required, which ACTAA has to produce, 
apart from the MAAA Flight Instructor’s Handbook (which is supplied free of charge by 
MAAA) at an estimated cost of $8 per book. This charge should be borne by ACTAA, since 
this documentation is a valuable reference for ACTAA Affiliated Club Instructors both 
during and after completing the course. This documentation is also necessary to be able to 
complete the compulsory written examination. 


After some discussion it was resolved that Fred Lambert would contact Affiliated Clubs to 
ascertain the level of interest in the ACTAA Instructor’s Program.


Action: ACTAA CFI
5. Review two applications for Heavy Model Inspector ratings. Also a late FAI Observer’s re-application. 


It was resolved that all applications received be forwarded on to MAAA for approval. 
Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.
6. (Subject to approval of the removal of the 8.00 pm meeting time restriction at an Emergency General Meeting). Discussion on planned ACTAA Committee Meetings at all ACTAA Affiliated Clubs, where, when and how.


It was resolved that the ACTAA Sec/Treas. contact Affiliated Clubs to obtain invitations and 
relevant dates to present at the next ACTAA Committee Meeting, which to save time, 
should  be held immediately following the EGM at the Irish Club, Weston on Tuesday 17th 
January, 2006.


Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.
7. Proposal that ACTAA adopt Internet Banking as a means of reducing banking fees and charges.


Owing to the complexities of having two ACTAA signatories on-line at the same time to 
allow Internet bank transfers to be achieved, under current bank rules, this proposal has been 
abandoned for the moment.
8. Discussion in light of ACT Government Risk Management Policy implemented at BMAC’s new field. Only MAAA Qualified Instructors are permitted to instruct.

Ken McDonald explained that as per the emails sent out to the Delegates and Committee 
prior to this meeting, we had been misinformed that under the ACT Government’s Risk 
Management Policy only MAAA Instructors would be permitted to instruct. However, as 
explained by Jason Creswell (BMAC Delegate) the BMAC Club have instituted this policy 
in an effort to minimise their risk.


It was also explained that All Clubs within the ACT should be aware that they may be asked 
to conform to the ACT Government’s Risk Management Policy if they need to negotiate for 
a new lease or flying field. The link to the web site is: 
http://www.treasury.act.gov.au/risktrain/Txt01IntroSteps.html
9. Discussion regarding web hosting the ACTAA web site and people responsible for keeping it updated, plus costings etc.

Dane Fatouros advised that since our current web hosting arrangements are becoming too 
expensive and David Haycraft, our current web master, wishes to withdraw his services, that 
he had obtained quotes for web hosting the ACTAA web site at $100 per year and for 
maintaining and updating the site is between $300 and $350 per year.

After some discussion it was Moved: Ken McDonald and Seconded: Fred Lambert that the 
ACTAA web site be relocated immediately at a cost of $100. Carried Unanimously. 
Action: ACTAA President.


On the issue of maintaining and updating the web site, Dave Roberts (CMAC Delegate) and 
Anthony Robinson and John Amarego (NSFC delegates) advised that their respective Clubs 
may have members interested in both redesigning the web site and/or maintaining and 
keeping it updated at no charge to ACTAA.

Action: CMAC and NSFC Delegates to report back to ACTAA Sec/Treas. with their 
proposals prior to next ACTAA committee meeting, 17th January 2006
10. Discussion on the issue regarding possible radio interference on model frequencies caused by Broadband over Power Lines and referral to MAAA for action/objection.

It was resolved to refer this issue to MAAA Secretary with copy to MAAA President for 
action/comment.


Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.
11. General Discussion. For Delegates to put forward any other issues your Clubs want to raise.


a) Doug Williams (QMAC Observer): GMSF to be asked for map of field location 

for inclusion on ACTAA web site.



Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.



b) Anthony Robinson (NSFC Delegate): Follow up Cooma Club regarding ACTAA 

Affiliation.



Action: ACTAA President



c) Dane Fatouros (ACTAA President): All Affiliated clubs to be asked if there is any 

interest in attending the Big Model Pylon Racing event to be held at Cootamundra on 

December 3-4 2005. If there is sufficient interest, the ACTAA will look at the costs 

involved in hiring a bus to take us there.



Action: ACTAA President  - ASAP


c) Brian Tracey (CMAC delegate): ACTAA Budget to be prepared, with suggestions 

to come from all ACTAA Committee Members and ACTAA Delegates, back to 


ACTAA Sec/Treas. for compilation.



Action: All ACTAA Committee Members and all ACTAA Delegates to report back 

to ACTAA Sec/Treas. by 17th January 2006.



d) Greg Lance (ACTAA Vice President): In future, an ACTAA Treasurer’s Report 

should be presented at every ACTAA Committee Meeting.



Action: ACTAA Sec/Treas.
Ken McDonald

Secretary/Treasurer
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